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MAF TAKE DELIVERY OF AIRVAN 100
Following the unveiling of Airvan 100 Mr. Gary Wight,
Chairman Gippsland Aeronautics, announced that the aircraft
had been purchased by Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF)
Australia for service in Papua New Guinea and presented
the keys to Mr Russell Stebbins, Chairman of MAF.

In accepting the keys Mr Stebbins said, “The GA8 Airvan is
ideally suited to the flying conditions experienced by MAF in
the places we work. Thank you for the quality that is evident
in this aircraft.”

MAF Australia is a member of an MAF International,
a consortium of independent MAF groups working in
cooperation. Worldwide MAF employs around 1000 people,
operates a fleet of 136 aircraft, makes approximately 87000
flights a year, and serves more destinations than any airline.
On average, somewhere in the world, a MAF aircraft is taking
off or landing every 3 minutes.

From the left, Mr. Bill Harding MAF CEO, Mr. Gary Wight
Chairman Gippsland Aeronautics, Mr. Russell Stebbins
MAF Chairman and Mr. Mike Jelliffe Manager MAF PNG.

MAF Australia, which operates in Northern Australia,
Papua New Guinea, Cambodia and Indonesia, has a fleet
of 34 aircraft including ten Airvans. Seven of these are in
Australia’s Arnhem Land, one in Indonesia and, with the
arrival of Airvan 100, there will be two in Papua New Guinea.

AIRVAN 100 ROLLED OUT

The Federal Minister for Transport and Regional Services
The Hon Warren Truss MHR officially rolled out Gippsland
Aeronautics GA8 Airvan Number 100 at a ceremony held
at Latrobe Regional Airport on Wednesday August 23.
The completion of 100 Airvans is considered to be a significant
milestone in Australian aircraft manufacturing, as it is understood
that only two other manufacturers of civil aircraft have built more
than 100 aircraft in the post WWII era; the others being Victa
with 168 Airtourer 100 and 115 aircraft and the Government
Aircraft Factory with 170 Nomad N22 and N24s. 
Gippsland Aeronautics has manufactured 150 aircraft over their
two designs being made up of the 100 Airvans and 45 GA200
agricultural delivery aircraft and 5 of the developmental version
of the GA200.
In his address Minister Truss congratulated Gippsland Aeronautics
on its achievement and acknowledged that it is no mean feat to
have built 100 Airvans and exported many of these aircraft to
locations across the globe. 

Top, Airvan 100 wearing the flags of Airvan countries.
Above, from the left, Gary Wight Chairman Gippsland Aeronautics,
Peter Furlong Co Founding Director Gippsland Aeronautics,
the Hon Warren Truss MP Federal Minister for Transport and
Regional Services, Mr George Morgan Co Founding Director
Gippsland Aeronautics, Mr Mark Burgin Director and Chief
Finance Officer Gippsland Aeronautics and Mr Bill White
Director Gippsland Aeronautics.




